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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 
Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). 

Drawings 

The Drawings filed on 4/9/04 are acceptable. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 4/9/04,12/7/04, has 
been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2,6-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Publication 2003/0095524 issued to Stephens et al.(Stephens). 

As per claim 1 , Stephens teaches an information management apparatus for 
managing service-related information in a system in which a plurality of electronic 



apparatuses are linked via network so as to work in liaison with each other to implement 
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a desired service(Abstract, Fig.4-8), the apparatus comprising: a service-specific 
information acquisition section for acquiring service-specific information which is related 
to a combination of types of electronic apparatuses required for implementing a 
service(para.0028,0050, 0053, Figs. 1-1 2); a storage section for storing at least one 
piece of service-specific information acquired by the service-specific information 
acquisition section(para.0050,0057, Fig.14); an apparatus-specific information 
acquisition section for acquiring apparatus-specific information which is related to each 
of the plurality of electronic apparatuses(para.0026,0028,claim 1, Fig.14); a request 
reception section for receiving search requests from the electronic 
apparatuses(para.0069-0072); a search section for, responsive to a search request 
received by the request reception section, searching for the service, which can be 
implemented by the electronic apparatuses, based on .the service-specific information 
stored in the storage section and the apparatus-specific information acquired by the 
apparatus-specific information(para.0069-0072); and a transmission section for 
transmitting to the electronic apparatuses a search result which is information indicating 
a listing of services which can be implemented by the electronic 
apparatuses(para.0073). 

As per claim 2, the information management apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the service-specific information further contains information related to an 
application operable on each of the electronic apparatuses and used for implementing 
the service(para.0073). 
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As per claim 6, the information management apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein: a server for managing the service-specific information is present on the 
network; the apparatus-specific information acquisition section acquires the apparatus- 
specific information associated with the electronic apparatuses from the electronic 
apparatuses; and the service-specific information acquisition section acquires the 
service-specific information from the server(Fig.1 r para. 0032). 

As per claim 7, the information management apparatus according to claim 6, 
further comprising: an inquiry section for inquiring of the server whether the service- 
specific information stored in the storage section has been updated; and a notification 
section for, if a result of the inquiry by the inquiry section indicates an update of the 
service-specific information, notifying the electronic apparatuses the service-specific 
information has been updated(para.0070,0080,0090). 

As per claim 8, the information management apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein the inquiry section makes an inquiry to the server at regular 
intervals(para.0070,0080,0090). 

As per claim 9, the information management apparatus according to claim 7, 
further comprising an update section for, if a result of the inquiry by the inquiry section 
indicates an update of the service-specific information, updating the service-specific 
information stored in the storage section(para.0070,0080,0090). 

As per claim 10, the information management apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein: the apparatus-specific information acquisition section acquires the apparatus- 
specific information associated with the electronic apparatuses from the electronic 
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apparatuses(para.0058); and the service-specific information acquisition section 
acquires the service-specific information from the electronic apparatuses(para.0069) 

As per claim 1 1 , the information management apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein: the information related to the combination of the types of the electronic 
apparatuses which is contained in the service-specific information is related to a 
combination of models of the electronic apparatuses(Fig.7; different types of printer, 
para. 0075); the information management apparatus further comprises a specification 
section which refers to the service-specific information stored in the storage section and 
related to the service to be implemented by the electronic apparatuses, and specifies a 
model of one electronic apparatus which works in liaison with another electronic 
apparatus to implement the service(Fig.1, Fig. 12, para.0075); and the transmission 
section transmits information which indicates the electronic apparatuses specified by 
the specification section to the electronic apparatuses which are used to implement the 
service(Abstract, para.0075). 

As per claim 12, the information management apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising: a cease confirmation section for confirming the presence or absence 
of a ceased service corresponding to the service-specific information stored in the 
storage section; and a request section for, if the cease confirmation section determines 
that there is the ceased service among services associated with the service-specific 
information stored in the storage section, requesting the electronic apparatuses having 
stored therein an application associated with the ceased service to delete the 
application therefrom(para.0082,0090). 
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As per claim 13, the information management apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising: a cease confirmation section for confirming the presence or absence 
of a ceased service corresponding to the service-specific information stored in the 
storage section; and a deletion section for, if the cease confirmation section determines 
that there is the ceased service among services associated with the service-specific 
information stored in the storage section, deleting the service-specific information 
associated with the ceased service from the storage section(para. 0082, 0090). 

As per claim 14, the information management apparatus according to claim 1, 
further, comprising: an apparatus-specific information storage section for storing the 
apparatus-specific information acquired by the apparatus-specific information 
acquisition section; and an information deletion section for, responsive to a request from 
the electronic apparatus, deleting the apparatus-specific information stored in the 
apparatus-specific information storage section(para.0082,0090). 

As per claim 15, the information management apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein the information deletion section, responsive to the request from the electronic 
apparatuses, deletes the apparatus-specific information while deleting service-specific 
information related to services for which the electronic apparatuses associated with the 
deleted apparatus-specific information are used from among service-specific 
information related to services which can be implemented by the electronic 
apparatuses(para.0082,0090). 

As per claim 16, the information management apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein: when an additional electronic apparatus is added anew to the system, 
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the apparatus-specific information acquisition section acquires from the additional 
electronic apparatus information related to a user of the additional electronic apparatus 
together with the apparatus-specific information(para. 0075-0078); and the information 
management apparatus further comprises: a user information management section for 
managing user-related information(para.0078); a user authentication section for 
determining whether to register the apparatus-specific information acquired by the user 
information management section using the user-related information managed by the 
user information management section and the user-related information acquired by the 
apparatus-specific information acquisition section(para. 00780; and an apparatus- 
specific information storage section for, if the user authentication section determines to 
register the apparatus-specific information, storing the apparatus-specific information 
acquired by the apparatus-specific information acquisition section(para.0075-0078). 

As per claim 17, the information management apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising: an apparatus-specific information storage section for storing 
apparatus-specific information transmitted from and associated with the electronic 
apparatuses; and an apparatus determination section for determining whether the 
apparatus-specific information corresponding to the electronic apparatuses associated 
with the service-specific information obtained by the search section is stored in the 
apparatus-specific information storage section(para.0072-0074). 

As per claim 18, the information management apparatus according to claim 17, 
further comprising an absent electronic apparatus notification section for, if the 
apparatus determination section determines that the apparatus-specific information 
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corresponding to a type of an electronic apparatus associated with the service-specific 
information obtained by the search section is not stored in the apparatus-specific 
information storage section, notifying the electronic apparatuses, which have provided 
as search request, of the type of the electronic apparatus corresponding to the 
apparatus-specific information which is not stored in the apparatus-specific information 
storage section(para.0075). 

As per claim 19, the information management apparatus according to claim 
1 7,wherein if the apparatus determination section determines that the apparatus- 
specific information corresponding to the type of the electronic apparatus associated 
with the service specific information obtained by the search section, the storage section 
does not store the service-specific information obtained by the search 
section(para.0075). 

As per claim 20, Stephens teaches an information management method for 
managing service-related information in a system in which a plurality of electronic 
apparatuses are linked via a network to work in liaison with each other to implement a 
desired service(Abstract, Fig. 4-8), the method comprising: 

a service-specific information acquisition step for acquiring service-specific 
information related to a combination of types of electronic apparatuses required for 
implementing the service(para.0028,0050, 0053, Figs.1-12); 

a storage step for storing the service-specific information acquired by the service- 
specific information acquisition step into a storage section(para. 0050,0057, Fig. 14); 



Application/Control Number: 10/820,865 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2151 

an apparatus-specific information acquisition step for acquiring the apparatus- 
specific information related to each of the plurality of the electronic 
apparatuses(para.0026,0028,claim 1, Fig. 14); 

a request reception step for receiving a search request from the electronic 
apparatuses(para.0069-0072); 

a search step for, in response to the search request received by the request 
reception step, searching services which can be implemented by the electronic 
apparatuses based on the service-specific information stored in the storage section and 
the apparatus-specific information acquired by the apparatus-specific information 
acquisition step(para.0069-0072); 

and a transmission step for transmitting to the electronic apparatuses a search 
result which is obtained by the search step and is information indicating a listing of 
services which can be implemented by the electronic apparatuses(para.0073). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Publication 2003/0095524 issued to Stephens et al.(Stephens) in view of US Publication 
2002/0140966 issued to Meade, II et al.(Meade) 

Stephens teaches all the limitation of claim 2, however does not explicitly teach 
as per claim 3, the information management apparatus according to claim 2, further 
comprising an update notification section for, if the information related to the apparatus 
indicates an update of the application, notifying the electronic apparatuses that the 
application has been updated. 

Meade teaches notifying users of software updates and downloading the 
software updates(Abstract, para.0006-0009) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the teachings of Stephens to include notifying and updating 
software as taught by Meade in order to have up to date software for a device. 

One ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to combine the teachings 
of Stephens and Meade in order to the most up to date software for a device. 

As per claim 4, the information management apparatus according to claim 3, 
further comprising an application acquisition section for, if the information related to the 
application indicates that an updated version of the application is available, acquiring 
the updated version of the application, wherein when the electronic apparatuses are 
notified of the update of the application, if the electronic apparatuses provide the 
transmission section with a notice for downloading the updated application, the 
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transmission section transmits the updated application to the electronic 
apparatuses(Meade, Abstract, para. 0006-0009). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 
3. 

As per claim 5, the information management apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising: a latest application acquisition section for acquiring a latest 
application associated with service-specific information stored in the storage section; 
and an application storage section for storing the latest application acquired by the 
latest application acquisition section, wherein the transmission section, responsive to a 
request from the electronic apparatuses, transmits to the electronic apparatuses the 
latest application to be used by the electronic apparatuses to implement the 
service(Meade, Abstract, para. 0006-0009). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 3. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in its entirety as potentially teaching of all or 
part of the claimed invention. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Backhean Tiv whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
5654. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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